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Dear Parents, 
  
 Will your child turn 5 between June and December? Did he/she miss the September cut-
off by a few days? Do you think he/she could benefit from another year of social/emotional 
growth before starting Kindergarten? Would your child benefit from spending that year 
expanding his/her love of learning, his/her general knowledge, her/his ability to get along with 
others, and his/her interest in reaching out to the world? If so, Springboard to Kindergarten 
could be just the program for you!   
 
 Each Springboard to Kindergarten class accepts 16 children and meets from 
8:30 AM – 1:00 PM, 4 or 5 days per week, with extended day available from 1-3 pm or 
1-6 pm.  Parents provide a lunch and all transportation.  Tuition is based on 180 days 
of school with the cost evenly divided over the 10 months.  If needed, you will have 
the option to sign up for the school vacation and snow days at an additional fee.  
 
 Research and experience tells us that children learn best by doing.  Play provides the 
foundation for academic and school learning.  Children will have opportunities to engage in 
many types of play experiences.  They dress up in the dramatic play area, they build roads and 
towns with blocks and they create in the art area.  But, you may still wonder, “How will this help 
my child learn to read and do math?” 
 
 When children put blocks in a truck and dump them out, they are learning about size, 
weight and number concepts (math and science).  A child who is pretending that a block is a 
sandwich is developing the thought process necessary to understand language and reading 
(symbolic thought). 
 
 Learning is a developmental process, a continuum.  Neither adults nor children can jump 
ahead to the application of knowledge without the proper foundation.  
 
 Play provides the appropriate climate for pre-skill learning. Because it is inherently 
interesting, children will engage for many hours.  Through play, children meet developmental 
challenges, as well as develop the attitude that learning is a meaningful activity. 
 
 There are many developmental milestones and attitudes toward learning that need to be 
reached before children are ready to engage in the formal academic program of “school 
learning”.  Play must be a significant part of children’s lives. 
 
The goals of the Springboard to Kindergarten program are to help children develop and practice 
their Kindergarten Readiness Skills through play.  This program is child centered, favoring 
hands-on learning through play and manipulation of objects working with teachers who have a 
strong background in early childhood education and child development and who can best  
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provide for children what they need to grow physically, emotionally and intellectually. The focus 
is on developing: 
   

• Verbal Skills:  Helping children learn to communicate with adults and peers using words 
rather than physical aggression to express what he/she wants or feels, learning to relate 
ideas, descriptions and experiences, learning to follow group instructions, learning to 
participate in informal creative dramatics (play house, puppets, role playing etc.) 

 
• Social Skills:  Helping children learn to seek out interactive play, learning to separate 

more easily from parents, learning to wait his/her turn, putting simple requests into 
words and following simple directives, listening to stories without interrupting, 
understanding that actions have both causes and effects, being willing to take a risk  and 
try something new,  following classroom rules and routines, learning to not disrupt peers 
during activities, learning to seek attention appropriately. 

 
• Self care skills:  Helping children eat snack and/or lunch with minimum adult assistance, 

learning to manage his/her own belongings, putting on his/her own sweater/jacket, 
managing own bathroom needs, finding materials needed for tasks. 

 
• Academic Skills:  Helping children learn to show sustained attention, starting to recognize 

some common sight words, starting to identify rhyming words and beginning sounds, 
starting to remember his/her personal information (address, phone number, parents 
names), learning to recognize his/her first name and beginning to write own name in 
lower case letters with a capital letter to begin it, understanding 1 to 1 correspondence 
with concrete objects (up to his/her age).  

 
• Physical Skills:  Having experience with jumping, standing on one foot, galloping, 

skipping, hopping, climbing, etc., having experience with throwing, catching and kicking 
balls, having experience in block building, painting at an easel, gripping a crayon 
correctly, cutting with scissors and other small motor skill development.  We believe that 
this skill is so important for future health and development that our Health/Wellness 
Coordinator provides an intentional skill-building movement class each week. 

 
• Maturation Skills:  Helping children demonstrate a concept of time, seasons and calendar, 

learning to pick up and put things where they belong, sitting still for longer periods of 
time, starting to generalize skills across tasks and situations, learning to try various 
strategies to solve problems, learning to make choices at free-choice times and 
maintaining his/her involvement in an activity. 

 
But….a picture is worth a thousand words!  We invite you to come in and visit, speak with the 
teachers, and get a feel for the warmth of the program. Just give us a call and we will schedule it 
at your convenience. 
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            Registration for Springboard to Kindergarten for September, 2012 will start on February 
6, 2012.  Slots will be filled on a first come, first serve basis. The Pre-registration form is online 
at www.shedinc.org.  Click on the Pre-K link on the left. To secure a slot in the program, you 
must return the Pre-Registration form along with the $75 registration fee. When we receive the 
Pre-Registration form, we will email a confirmation. The entire Registration packet, first 
month’s tuition and facility fee are due Friday, June 1, 2012.  The Registration Packet can be 
found online.  
            Before Springboard to Kindergarten starts in the fall, we will hold a Parent Orientation 
meeting and an Open House for the children. 
 

Projected Program Fees:  8:30 – 1:00 p.m., 5 days week – $698.00 per month 
     8:30 – 1:00 p.m., 4 days week – $583.00 per month 

 
    Extended day: 1:00 – 3:00, 5 days week -  $360 per month  
      1:00 – 3:00, 4 days week -  $288 per month 
      1:00 – 3:00, 3 days week -  $216 per month 
      1:00 – 3:00, 2 days week -  $160 per month 
      1:00 – 3:00,  1 day week -  $  80 per month 
 
      1:00 – 6:00, 5 days week – $600 per month 
      1:00 – 6:00, 4 days week -  $480 per month 
      1:00 – 6:00, 3 days week -  $360 per month 
      1:00 – 6:00, 2 days week -  $280 per month  
      1:00 – 6:00,  1 day week -  $140 per month 
 
   Registration Fee:   $75 (non-refundable) 
   Vacation days, Snow days (if needed) - $60 per day 
   Facility Fee:  Equal to 1 months tuition (One time payment to help 

offset some of the facility maintenance costs) 
 
   If you are interested in more information or want to come in for a tour, please call 
Bette Lynch at 978-623-8460!  We look forward to meeting you! 
         
    Sincerely, 
 
      
    Bette Lynch        Linda Shottes-Bouchard 
    Program Director       SHED Inc., Executive Director  
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